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sending any farther reply, da Gama drew up the fleet as    CHAP.
close in to shore as he safely could, and bombarded the     iy"
city for an entire day, killing many people  and causing     A>D<
great destruction to the city.    He then stood out to sea,    1502.
leaving, however, six vessels well armed, and manned by
200 men to remain before Calicut.

Before leaving, a fleet of two large ships and twenty-
two smaller vessels appeared in sight. These were from
Coromandel, laden with rice, and, being unable to escape
from the Portuguese caravels, they were all captured.
After having taken from them all that his ships required
and could conveniently dispose of, Dom Vasco ordered his
men to cut off the hands and ears and noses of all the
crews, and the Brahman who had gone to him disguised
as a friar was also similarly treated. This done, their feet
were tied together, and in order to prevent them from
untieing the cords with their teeth, he ordered his men
to strike them on their mouths with staves and knock
v their teeth down their throats. They were then put on
board, to the number of about 800, heaped one on the top
of the other, and covered with mats and dry leaves;
the sails were then set for the shore and the vessel set on
fire. The friar, with all the hands and ears that had been
cut off, was sent on shore by himself in a small vessel,
which was not fired, with a palm-leaf letter to the King,
telling him to have a curry made to eat of what his friar
brought him. This act of cruel barbarity caused the
greatest indignation amongst the people, more especially
amongst the Moors, who combined together to construct
a fleet of overwhelming power, with the view of driving
the Portuguese from the Indian seas.

When da Gama was about to proceed to Cochin, an
-Indian boat reached him with a letter from the King of
Cananor, complaining that some Moors had laden eight
ships in his port, and departed without paying either
his duties or for the goods they had taken away, and
requesting his assistance in the matter. He accordingly